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Re: Vermont’s Recent Diplomatic Delegation to Israel

Dear All,

I returned hoping to share what I had been able to discuss, as I have done before, and
what our delegations were able to tell top officials while in Israel. I hope I will still
have an opportunity to present that at a later point. However, I want to first address
the mistrust I have spawned as a part of my attendance.

By going to Israel, I was not going in support of Netanyahu’s government and,
certainly, not the genocide taking place in Gaza nor the ground offensive that has
taken place as well in the past week. It is clear that this war is being unnecessarily
prolonged to keep Netanyahu in power. I have travelled to several foreign countries as
part of a broader mission to maintain international relations given the Trump
Administration’s position on trade, human rights, defense, and the environment.

I represented our community’s views as part of the Vermont delegation to Israel
because we need people to engage in constructive dialogue to bring an end to the
conflict that we have grown increasingly fearful, saddened, and frustrated about.
Had I not been present, our community’s values would not have been expressed
clearly. I want to explain two particular points that are being discussed.

First, this was not a taxpayer funded trip. Vermont tax dollars were not used to fund
this exchange — which is similar to past trips I have taken to foreign countries and
other states in our country. As is the most typical scenario, legislators either receive
scholarships or grants to cover meals, rooms, hotels (either partially or fully) or it is
organized by the conference independently.

Second, many Vermont legislators, both past and present, have engaged in similar
trips like this to both Israel and other countries. Host countries always curate visits
in a way to show only positive aspects of their country — and it is incumbent on any
of us taking part in these kinds of trips to recognize that and ask questions that
challenge singular viewpoints. There were multiple state delegations that I connected
with that are findings ways to address the humanitarian crisis in Gaza from the state
level knowing we need to take action on behalf of Vermonters and Americans at-
large. 



We are seeing State governments and legislatures shoulder the responsibility of
maintaining conversations with all nations and peoples. I do not want Vermont
to be excluded from having conversations as they relate to our current concerns
around, and hopes for, achieving peace in Gaza and The West Bank. I welcome
discussion with governmental officials and entities that Vermont’s values and
views will aid in influencing the direction of  world peace. 

Since serving in the legislature, I have supported multiple pieces of  work in
relation to Palestinian human rights and, hopefully, we can continue
collaborating on other avenues to address this. I was one of  the representatives
that condemned the arrest of  Mohsen Mahdawi, a Palestinian refugee who was
detained in Vermont for his political views while attending a routine citizenship
hearing, and that he be afforded due process rights (H.R. 8 was passed by the
Vermont legislature in April.) 

As drastic changes in federal policy were beginning in February, I started
addressing topics related to the infringement on freedom of speech and
supporting immigrant communities as we’ve seen ICE being used
disproportionately against people with views advocating for Palestine (H.511 is
still pending in the House Committee on Judiciary.) 

I believe that my constituents in Bennington want their elected officials to
engage in dialogue wherever Vermont can have its voice at the table. On any of
my travels, I have avoided announcing specific dates or places because of  safety
and security concerns. I am open to discussing any future travel on behalf  of
Vermont, including my pending travel plans, that I am expecting to attend if  this
would help clarify my purposes to represent our State. This includes travel
across the United States, Europe, and South America. To further clarify, these
pending trips are not taxpayer funded.

I look forward to discussing this in more detail with anyone that would like to.
Thank you for bringing the concerns on the optics this has reflected & I
apologize for the misrepresentation of  this within our community. 

Lastly, I want to add that any piece of  legislation that you and others want to
see introduced is always welcomed as it relates to this topic and others. I will
keep you all informed with how I plan to further address this particular trip to
answer questions and come together on ways to use our voices collectively. 

Kindly,
Will


